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Opera  H ouse  restoration committee formed

V illage, township approve $5,000 for Opera House grant
by M urk ljiRav«

Staff Writer
VERMONTVILLE -  In 

Kccordunce with tcriiu of a 
suae gram the community 
received for the Opera H ou^ 
re s to ra tio n  p ro je c t, the 
Village Council and the Ver- 
moniville Township Board 
each approved payment of 
S2.500 for the project last 
week.

Another condition of the 
Department o f Commerce 
Michigan Equity Program, 
grant calls for the village to 
supply $5.00d “ in-kind,** 
which is volunteer labor or 
use of equipment, Hildrcd 
Peabody of the Historical 
Society (old the council 
Thursday.

Peabody and Clerk Sharon 
Stewart wrote the grant, and 
Peabody noted that the labor 
involved in the grant writing 
project would be used as pan 
of the S5.000 in kirtd.

She also informed the coun­
cil that she had met with the 
Township Board Tuesday and 
that it had approved its share, 
S2.500, of the grant, which 
provides for a total of $35,000 
to be spent on renovation of 
the interior of the historic 
Opera House.

The council then approved 
payment of the $2,500 it had 

to when the grant was 
Trustee Russ Bennett 

l-incd.
n h c  authors, how ever, 

>riginally applied for a 
$43,000, so certain ad- 
ustments will have to be 
nade, Peabody noted.

She also told the council 
hat the grant called for the 
brmaiion of a committee that 
vill be m a d e  up of one 
nember from each of the 
ollowing groups: The Village 
Touncil, the Vermontville 
Township Board, the Ver- 
nontville Historical Society 
in d  th e  V e r m o n tv i l l e  
Thamber of Commerce.

Peabody noted that the com­

mittee was required to meet 
bi-monthly until the project is 
completed.

The timeline calls for com­
pletion by Oct. 1.

The committee will be 
responsible for quality control 
on the project and for repor­
ting to the two governmenud 
units.

Peabody will represent the 
Historical Society on the 
Opera House Restoration 
Committee, and Township 
Clerk Janice Baker confirmed 
that Supervisor Ruu Laveny 
will represent that body.

The council then appointed 
V illa g e  P r e s id e n t  Sue 
Villanueva to represent the 
village government.

Chamber of Commerce 
President Don Mulvany will 
r e p re s e n t  the  b u s in e s s  
community.

A grant administrator will 
also be appointed to hafuUe 
the financial account.

Peabody also told the coun­
cil that she had planned to 
meet F riday  with Stale 
Senator John Schwarz, who 
was instrumental in securing 
the grant for VermoniviUe, to 
discuss the grant.

Because o f health problems, 
Schwarz didn’t make it Fri­
day. but he sent two of his 
aides. Scon Sowulewski, 
Calhoun County, and Julie 
McNamara, Eaton County.

At that meeting, several 
items were discussed.

Peabody said that because 
the gram was for less than 
they had sought, certain 
changes would have to be 
made and that the gram would 
have to be amended.

S o w u lew sk i sa id  that 
• wouldn’t be a-prohlem.- —

“ The problem is getting the 
money die first time, but once 
you get on the list of ongoing 
funded projects, they (the 
DOC) generally see them 
through." Sowulewski said.

One of the big problems 
discussed was the handicap-

Bocouf* of a $25,000 Michigon Equity Grant the 
village received recently, the interior of one of Ver- 
montville’s historicol landmarks, the Opera House, 
will be renovated this year.

ped accessib ility  to the 
building because the gram 
called for an $18,000 lift to be 
installed.

But Sowulewski said that 
because it was a historical site 
and because there wasn't 
enough money to do thr-iir-— 
terior restoration and the 
elevator, there was a waiver 
they could gel that would be 
go(^ for up to 10 years.

He added that there was a 
$200 application fee for the 
waiver.

Peabody also noted that 
another big problem had 
developed since the grant was 
written.

The furnace hasn’t been 
working, but a pan was on 
order, and she was under the 
impression that it could be 
fixed.

However, on Thursday she 
learned that the pan was ob­
solete and that the furnace 
would have to be replaced.

Therefore, she suggested 
amending the gram to allow 
for the approximately $18,700 
needed for the drywail and in­
terior restoration and to allow 
for the purchase of a new fur­
nace. which was a top priority 
because the drywail would be 
ruined by the cold.

Sowulewski didn’t foresee 
any problems with amending

Tlte rc.s(orutUMi is being |«cr- 
formed to provide Vermom- 
vilic with a communiiy ermer

“ Our motive is lo make the 
building more functional for 
the community so (hat once 
•gain it can be used as a 
cultural, educational and 
historical center.”  the gram 
says.

When completed the Opera 
House is expected to be used 
for “ youth aciivitcs — pro­
grams. dances, meetings, 
wedding receptions, little 
league groups, and art 
exibiis.”

The grant notes that these 
are “ only a few of the 
possibilities."

exher plans coll for the 
display of memorabilia on 
early tent shows, theater pic­
tures, programs and related 
items lo be pul on display.

Peabody idso said that the

the grant to allow tor the pur­
chase of a priority item.

There was also considerable 
discussion about alternatives 
to an elevator to provide han­
dicapped accessibility to the 
Opera House.

giiiniculU lot (hccrcaiionofa 
Fine Arts Council, which will 
hiing ail umt oittcr cxhtlnis lo 
the Opera House on a regular 
basis.

A iciitutive meeting for (lie 
Opera House Rcsioralion 
Commiticc was scheduled for 
this week.

h was not known when the 
work would actually begin 
because one (he topics 
discussed Friday was the bid­
ding process.

The hkl uscil in aubmiliing 
the gram proposal came from 
Brandenburg Drywail of 
VcrnKinlvdle.

It called for ceiling plaster 
fram e w all rem oval ~  
$2,500, drywail — $6,500, 
painting — $2,000, insulation 
— $1,200 striping and scrap­
ing woodwork — $4,500 ai^  
refimshing trim — $2,000 for 
a total of $18,700.


